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PREFACE. 



The obscurity in which the Bermuda's, 
or Somers' Islands, have remained in point 
of historical facts, since they were first 
peopled, and my fruitless endeavours to 
gain information respecting that Colony, 
on my appointment to a public situation 
there, four years ago, determined me to 
glean all I could during a residence of that 
period. 

I am free to confess that I had many 
motives in collecting all I could on a 
place that at first sight interested me in 
,no. trifling dei^ee. 
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The iriendly hospitality of the men, the 
mild and gentle demeanour of the women, 
that needed not a frown to awe the liber- 
tine to respect them, the curiosity natund 
to a citizen of the world, the wish to 
become useful to my country, and last, 
though not least, a desire to make my 
researches as advantageous as possible to 
my nunerons &mily, were irresistible 
induoranents, first to collect all &e mate- 
rials I could, and now to trust my feelings 
and my fate to a generous public. 

That iSbe work is not copious I trust 
my readers will attribute to no smb. oa 
my part to save myself; my maxim has 
always been to spare one's fiiends doable 
postage when one sheet could contain all 
thai was necessary to say: besides when 
one of the first writers of the age declared, 



after several years residenee at Bermuda, 
that its annals afforded no&iiig i^na 
which a history could be fimnAid, it 
would be great presumption in a man who 
has spent his life at sea to attempt swell- 
ing out thos& amials into a large volume. 

The necessity of a work of this sort, 
laconic as it unavoidaUy is, wili appear 
evident for many reasons, some of which 
ore illustrated in the two following anec- 
dotes, which will for many years be men- 
tioned with mirth at Bermuda, as well as 
{dl other ^ces reswied to by those 
acquainted with its localities. 

An application was made to the 
Oovemor, from one (^ the princ^ 
departments in London for some bows 
and arrows and Spanish hanunooks, as if 
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VIU niBFACE. 

Bennnda, instead of bemg situate in the 
midst of the Western Ocean, formed part 
of South America. 

In the other instance, an application 
was made to allow a man a shiUing a-day 
for winding up a clock and keeping it in 
order; the reply was ''that no such allow- 
ance could be made, but if the clock 
wanted repair, the officer of the depart- 
ment was to send. for a Cloek-maker to 
Cfte Tiest town." Now throughout Ber- 
muda then is not a place worthy of being 
called a tovm^ mxr any artisan who pre* 
somes to call himself a clock-maker, and 
if a clock-maker resided either at St 
Geoi^e's or Hamilton, he would not 
inspect the clock in question twice a-year 
for the sum proposed to be paid to the 
man living on the spot. 
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SOMERS* ISLANDS 



That good often results from what we 
consider the greatest miafortane, is verified 
in the discovery of this interesting group 
of Islands. 

The first Englishman who landed at 
Bermuda was one Henry Blay; he belonged 
to m English East Indiaman, whioh, onhcr 
voyage homeward^ pat into St, Domingo 
in distress, in 1593; May was dispatched 
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3 SKBTCBBS OF THE 

in a French vessel to acquaint the owners 
of his ship of her state, bat wrecked at 
Bermuda Uie 17th of December in that 
year. 'Hiere were (me hundred and fifty 
souls on board, but they all perished ex- 
cept May and' twenty-five Frenchmen, 
who contrived to get on shore in their 
boats. On searching about for provisions 
and water, they fell in with several pieces 
of Spanish coin and three wrecks; one of 
these, a Spanish ship called the Bermudas,* 
was \^cked on her passage fi'om Old 
Spain to Cuba, whither she was taking a 
cargo of live hogs, many of which were 
&und by May's party on exploring the 

* It ' u aSBCrted by some that these islands were 
named after the master of the Tessel, Juan Ber- . 
mudas. 
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BERMUDA, OR SOHHIS" ISLANDS. 3 

islands, but in se lean a ^ote that the; 
were not fit to eat 

This disaaterous party, with every dif- 
ficulty to labour against, constructed a raft 
on which they proceeded to sea on the 
l]th of May, 1694, their sea stock con- 
sisting of thirty live turtle, a quantify of 
Palmetto berries in lieu of bread, and two 
chests of water. These chests were made 
n^ter-tight, as was their raft, by a cement 
con^oaed of oil and lime. On the 20th 
ihey had the good fortune to make Gape 
Breton, (then inhabited by savages) where 
they only remained four hours, to take a 
supply of wood and water. They pro- 
ceeded thence to the banks of Newfound- 
knd, where they met several vessels, but 
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4 SKBTCHEB OP THE 

none would receive them until they fell in 
with an English hark, bound to Falmouth, 
whose Captain kindly entertained them, 
and having in a few days met with a 
French ship, to which he transferred his 
guests of that nation, took May with him 
to England. 

In May, 1609, Sir Geoige Somens and 
Sir Thomas Gates were sent from England 
with five hundred people, in nine ships, 
to Virginia, the Virgmians having received 
a new Charter from King James in that 
year. On ttie 25th of July they dispersed 
In a hurricane, which so disabled Sir 
George's ship, (the Sea Adventure,) that 
she became so unmanageable and leal^, 
the people on board, one hundred and 



BEJIHUDA, OR SOHEStS' ISLANDS. 6 

fifty in number, gave up all idea of saving 
tiieir lives, and lay down on deck, wishing 
each other a hqipier meetii^ in a better 
world. The boundless mercy of Heaven 
soon rewarded them for their pious resig- 
nation. Sir George, who is described as 
using every effort to save tiie ship, and 
with her the lives of those entrusted to 
his charge, discovered land from the poop; 
the ship soon afbr struck on a rook, and 
was driven from one to another, until she 
was placed in as upright a position as if 
she was on the stocks. 

In a short time every soul was landed, 
where with fishing and himting they had 
an ample supply of fresh and wholesome 
food. The hogs had se eacreased since 
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6 SKETCHES OP THE 

May's time, that they killed thirty-two the 
first day. The adventurers found such 
abundance of food here that many of them 
did not wish to leave it, hut Sir George 
and his principal companions thought it 
necessary to acquaint his friends in Vir- 
ginia with his disaster, and accordingly 
the long boat was decked, and having 
been manned with eight men, and a Blr. 
Rouen as their commander, she sailed for 
Vii^nia, but was never heard of more. 
When the time had arrived that the 
return of the long boat might be expected, 
they commenced building two vessels of 
the cedar of the country ; one was called 
the Patience and the other the Deliver- 
ance. While these vessels were in pro- 
gress two children were bom; one a boy> 
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BERMUDA, OR SOMER^S ISLANDS. 7 

was called Bermudas, the other & girl,: 
Bermuda. 

On the 10th of Blay, 1610, the two cedar 
vessels having been completed. Sir Geoi^e 
and his companions embarked once more 
for Virginia, leaving behind them Chris- 
topher Carter and Edward Waters, two . 
offenders, who fled to the woods to escape 
punishment 

It would a^ipear that previously to the 
shipwreck of Sir George Somers at Ber- 
muda, Certain Smith, then Governor of 
Virginia, had caused two savages to be 
landed there, named Namuntack and 
Matchamps; these two having quarrelled, 
Matchamps slew &e other. The hole 



Dci,l,zedl!vG00glc 



8 SKKTCHBS 07 THE 

wfaidi the murderer made to bury his 
victim in being too short, he cutoff his 
kgs and lud them by bis side. All this 
was dtme with so much secrecy that the 
mmtlerer was not even suspected, until 
be confessed his horrid crime at Virginia. 

The two little ce^ vessels, about 
tlurty toQS eaisiht having arrived at Yir- 
ginia in fourteen days. Sir George intondod 
retoming to England, but the Governor 
being dfisir<w0 of faftvin^some 6f the hogs 
from Bermuda, Sir George, taaiii^ ^the 
Qxeouti«ix)£that semoa mi^t be. assigned 
to one less iki^ ■ than himseli^ becamera 
Tf^iuUeevon the occasion, and aocordingly 
he set sail on &e .19th of Jfute. His 
voyage was. tedious, and so bois^nMis that 
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BURMUDA, OR SOHERS' ISLANDS. 9 

he died of fatigue soon after his arrival, 
on that part of Bermuda where the town 
of St Geoi^ now stands. His faithfiil 
and much attached companions conveyed 
nis body to Whitchurch in Dorsetshire. 

In the year 1619, Captain Nathanidl 
fiufler, then Governor of Bermuda* caused 
a marble monument to be erected on the 
flpot where his heart and intestines weste 
buried, with die following inscription: 

"In die'year " 1611, 

Mbble Sir Joho Somen wettt h«ncB to Heaven, 
Whose ooble well-tried .worth. that heU.himjtUl 

employed, 
Gare fahn the knowleSge of the world so wide ; 
.Hen«e, 'tms by Hearen'e daire tfaatio tUisflEiM 
He broiij;ht new gueats and niune to nuitiial grace, 
At last his soal and body being to part, 
He-here be^aeoA'dhk entrails and hb heart." 
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Captain Afatbew Somers, nephew of 
Sir George, md compwifm of his voyages, 
accompanied his rran^iis to England; but 
although the acoonnts they gave of the 
Bermuda. OT Somers' Islands so cleaHy 
corresponded with May's narration, few 
in Ei^and believed there were such 
islands. The Colonists of Virginia having 
no doi^t as to that pointy a company was 
formed, consisting of one hundred and 
twei^ persons, sixfy of whom proceeded 
to Bermuda, where they found Carter 
and Waters, who deserted irom Sir 
Cteorge Somers, and another man, named 
Chard, who preferred remaining at Ber- 
muda to going to En^^and in the vessel 
that took home the body of their kind old 
leader. These men had contrived to 

Dci,l,zedl!vG00glc 



BURHUDA, OR SOMBRS' ISLANDS. II 

grow a good stock of corn, and effected 
a quantity of ambergris. Mr. Richard 
More, a Oaipenter by trade, waa appointed 
by the Virgjuia company Governor of 
this New Colony ; he devoted his whole 
time to the erection of fortifications, so 
that the people had not time to provide 
food, and a femine was the consequence; 
a ship that brooght some meal to reJieva 
the poor sufferers introduced so many 
rats that they have become a curse to the 
islands to this day. 

Their doubts in England as to tbo 
existence of Bermuda having been dis- 
pelled, many supplies of men and pro- 
visions were sent out during the three 
years government of More. Several 
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West India plants were introduced, many 
of which succeeded to the utmost extent 
of their hopes; and at this period an 
English Company appears to hare laid 
claim to Bermuda* the ambergris having 
proved too great a temptation to resist 
More, from the sparing manner in which 
he supplied them with provisions, incur- 
red ibeir displeasure, which together 
vrith his not feeing himself popular at 
Bermuda, induced him to leave the 
government in the hands of six persons 
(among whom were Carter and Waters) 
and proceed to En^and. 

The six, who ruled one month each in 
rotation, were succeeded by Captain Daniel 
Tucker in 1616; he soon turned his mind 
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BERMUDA, OR SOHERS' ISLANDS. 13 

to the divisions of the land, and parted it 
into eight tribea or companies, each tribe 
into fifty shares, and each share contain' 
ing thirty acres. In this woric he was 
assisted by Mr. Richard Norwood, a 
Surveyor. St George's, St David's, 
Cooper's, Irfmgbird, Smith's and Nonsuch 
Islands, and a part of the main, or Ber- 
muda Island, together with several small 
island, were not included in these tribes, 
but reserved for puUic uses, and calkd 
general land. . . 

The Archives of the Colony present 
nothing worthy of notice a^r this period, 
and tradition hands down no inore thau 
the quarrels between, a long succession of 
Governors and the peopk. 
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The geographical position of the Colony 
is latitude 32° 35' north, and longitude 
64** 44' west Its extrane length fnnn 
St Catherine's point, on the island of St 
Gewge's, to the west extremity of Ber- 
muda, (or the Man, as the natiTea call it) 
is not more than twenty miles, but Uie 
road c<uitinae8 round the Great Sound to 
the north east point of Somerset making 
the distance twenty-four miles. The 
ffnattat breadth from north to south, by 
land, is about a mile and half. The 
Colony contains about 12,161 acres. 

No stranger of comnHm prudence would 
attempt any of the anchorages without a 
Pilot, many of wh(Hn - are always on the 
look out, and {nit to sea when a vessel 
heaves in sight. 
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BERMUDA, OR SOMERS' ISLANDS. 15 

In December, 1834^ some vessels were 
dJscoT»«d off Bermada, wben James 
Forbes, a black man, and one of tbe prin- 
cipal Pilots, imagining it was the Admiral 
with the sqoadron &om Halifax, put to 
sea. Ere he could reach any ship a gale 
came on, which increased as the night 
advanced; before morning he lost his mas^ 
and had the additional distress of being: 
driven out of sight of land, without quad- 
rant, compass, provisions or water, (except 
a few pieces of pork) with three other 
blacks on board. They having saved the 
wreck of iheir mast, which was carried 
away at the partners, were employed all 
day (in consequence of a deBcienoy of 
implements) in placing it in the step, and 
by reefing their «ul reduced it to the 
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hoist dieir jury mast admitted. Thus 
nggdd> they sailed about, quite ignorant 
of the direotion of the place whence they 
had been driven. Several days had 
elapsed before they saw any vessel, but 
they made the best of their way to the 
first they saw, (about the fiR:h day;) they 
came in such a " questionable shape" that 
the stranger fled: in this way were they 
tantalized for nearly a forbught, between 
Bermuda and America, the trading vessels 
^y got »ght of taking them for pirates. 

The Beomudisn boats are of a peraibar 
o(»straot»}n and rig^-they are of a light 
draught of water forward, but have wh^. 
is oall^d a long hefjl or deep, stempoi^ 
a&d taee rigged with one mast and bo w- 
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BERBfimA, OR SOMBRS' ISLANDS. 17 

Sprit, carrying a triangular mainsail, a 
foresail and jib, and occasionally a gaff 
topsail and square saU. - Reduced to tin 
necessity of chewing lead to keep up the 
moisture in the month, which nature re- 
quired, they were on the point of resigning 
themselves to that &te which seemed 
ineviiable, when Providence brought them 
in contact with a vessel that gave them 
Succour. 

The greatest anxiety prevailed at Ber- 
muda, as to the fate of this disastrous boat 
and her crew. Forbes was a man past 
the climax of life, and considered the b«bt 
Pilot in the place ; and when he made his 
appearance at the end of three weeks, the 
pleasure depicted in every countenance 
c 
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iriien his return was mentioned* could not 
}fe greater if he was the first man in tiie 
Colony. The Acbmr«l, who arrived two 
days after Forbes I)ad b^ea) driven off &e 
ivhmdsj sent vessela in all directions ^ 
]uck him ^pj the Governor also showed 
9 strong feeling m his &voarj and the 
Cconmissioner, with a most landable inten- 
tion of setting the poor fellow^s nund at 
rest, gave orders that' his boat sbopld be 
refitted at the public expence. Poor 
Folbes and one of faif me^ w^e severely 
visited by idokna»> p<}ct^Bi(4i«d by their 
\fm oi resfe food «nd water for so hmg a, 
period^ and the CQqseqaent anxiety which 
peofde in their situation may be supposed 
to feeL The age of Forbes was between 
fifty and sixty. 
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BERMUDA, OR SOMEBS' ISLANDS. 19 

The prmcipal places of anclun^e are> 
St GeoTge'« Harboar with a faerj oven 
which thenre are,' ai big^ water, apriag 
'tides, nineteen feet, but deep enough 
wityn that for afaipfl of any burthen; 
Murray's Aadhorage, extending irom St 
Gatboine's Foint to the Fenry; the eu- 
traaoe to wUdi u very iotxieate^ hat is 
well ma^ed with buoys; this is tii« cfaai^ 
nel to Grassy Bay, off th& IMck ¥ard in 
Ireknd Island, the general r«n<i6zioutf ftt* 
His Majesty's Ships, and also Hamilton, 
situated at the head of the Little Sound. 

Gastle Harbour T^as formerly the ren- 
dezvous for oiir ships of war, until a 
privateer under American colours, (in the 
revolutionary war) commauded by a Ber- 
c 2 
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mudian, had tanntin^y sent a challenge 
to the Cerberus Frigate, knowing that 
she could not get out without great risk, 
when the C^tain, unable to bear micb 
impudence any longer, got his ship under 
weigh, pontrary to the advice (^ the 
Pilot The irigate, in endeavburing to 
get out, struck on a rook, and became a 
total wreck, which was the cause of dis- 
continuing ^s as an anchorage &r His 
Majesty's ships. 

Ships may ^iproach within a mile of 
the land on the south side, there being no 
hidden danger, but on the north side there 
is a reef of coral, about three leagues from 
land, extending from the North Rock. 
Bearing north frvm St. Catherine's Point 
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to &6 western extremity of the Colony; 
there is, however, a passage through, 
a-breast a Point called Wreck Hill, in 
Somerset Parish, which is only frequented 
by vessds of li^t dranght of water. 
There is also a passage near the North 
Rock, but which is never resorted to ex- 
cept in cases <^ great necessity. 

ISsay skilfbl Mariiwrs and Pilots are 
of opinion that Grassy Bay is not well 
chosen as an anchorage for His Mfgest/s 
ships; the channd from St Catherine's 
Point is almost daily reduced in width 
and depth of water, owing to the influx 
of sea weed into the Great Sound, and 
the rapid growth of coral. What it has 
already cost to form one hundred yards 
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of the intended breakwater^ would cut 
away sufficient of the bar of Si George's 
Harbour, and form piers from St George's 
and Paget's Islands^ so as to enable a 
ship of any force to get to sea in less than 
a hour; whereas ships (the Ganges and 
Superb for instance) have been detained 
several days, in consequence of the wind 
not answering to enable them to get 
through the intricate channel from Mur- 
ray's anchorage. Some are of opinion 
that a passage might be cut into Har- 
rington Sound from Murray's anchorage, 
near the flats; the distance is not more 
than five hundred yards, and the ships 
would get at once into a lake seven miles 
in circimiference, with fifteen fathoms 
water, and situated in the heart of the 
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BBRHUDA> OR SOHJUS' ISLANDS- 23 

Oc^ony. This would not avoid the ordeal 
of the mtranoe i^ St Gatherine's Poinl^ 
bat one great ol^t would be atti^ied by 
its being a chw^ to an invading army, as 
it corers tiw kni wMiib passefi from one 
end <ji the G<4ony to the other. There is 
but ime visile chuinM for Ibe flux and 
reflux of Ae tide at this lake, situated at 
tiie Flafs Bridge ; this bridge consists of 
tiiree stone piers, tiie extranes aboat &itty 
feet apart, with i^anks laid from one to 
tile other, to connect the roads at each 
side. People unacquainted widi Ae 
various and extensive caves with which 
Bermuda abounds, would be at a less to 
account fer the variance in the tides at 
the springs and neaps; the former, which 
rise in every other part of the shores «f 
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the Colony five feet, only rise twenty- 
three iBcIus in . Harrington Sound, and 
the latter only three inches; when outside 
they rise four feet It may, therefore, he 
inferred that the suhterraheous passage, 
probahly from Castle Harbour, which lies 
to the southward and eastward (^ this 
lake, is above the reach of neap tides.* 
There are four, islands in Harrington 
sound that require little ezpence to fortify. 

One would ahnost suppose that Shake- 
speare bad visited Bermuda before he 



* Tliere are four lakeg in the neck of land tliat 
: bouuda HuringtoD Soond to tbe aonthirard, in 
which the ebb and flow of the tide is evident 
although there is no visible commanication with 
' the sea. 
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bad fixed upon it aa [ihe scene *of his 
Tempestj^at first sight it appears a per- 
fect fairy land, but this enchantment does 
not last long, and the curious, tired of 
gazing on the leafless evei^reen cedar, 
the barren rook, and various sheets of sah 
water, teeming "with fish, corresponding 
in variety of denominations with the foulr 
hundred islands said to compose the 
Cidony, descend to the reg^onis below, to 
gratify ttieir curiosity, in vievring, by 
torch-light, the freaks of nature in the 
formation of the varied interstices, stalac- 
tites and stalagmites with which the cares 
abound. 

The caves at tm estate called Walsing^ 
bam are considered the best in th;e 
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Colony, and the soeneiy of that and a 
nei^bouring estate, called Faynter Vale, 
on the soatfa east mai^n of Harrington 
Sound, are allowed to be the moat pic- 
turesque in Bermuda. The alttde a£ the 
Calabash Tree, noticed in tiie writings ^ 
oar oe^lHiited poet Moore, and which 
time only ifipears to have improved, is 
still tibe resting place of the ^ nic parties 
"from Si George's and otfara parts of tiie 
Colony. 

It has beecme too much the fashion 
amongst tiie offioen of &e Tarioas 
branches of the public service to rutieofe 
the Bermudians, after partaking of their 
faosjntatity, b^ the latter are not nfarior 
ha. any partiotdar to tSie pooide of tbe 
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motlier country; the women are as chaste 
and as &ir, and the men as clever, as 
friendly, and as hospitable too in propor- 
tion to their relatire means. It is true, 
that owing to the relaxation consequent 
to a warm climate, added to the expen- 
sireness of apparel, the ladies do not find 
it convenient to be at home at fdl times to 
receive idle visittfra, bat at the Ooveraot's 
parties, public baBs, and amateur plays, 
th^ are nea'fly dressed, and each laAf 
may claim the merit 'of h&xtg her own 
dress-maker. 

The men of business are shrewd and 
well informed, many of them have acquired 
Iheir ^o^edge of trade in America, the 
mode <tf that country 1>emg brtter muted 
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to thp limited tra£Eio of Bermuda, than 
the broad scale apop which the mercan- 
dize of Enghmd is conducted. 

The visit of the Bishop of Nova Scotia, 
in lS36j gave great satis&ction. His 
Lordship consecrated all the churches 
and burial grounds, and confirmed such 
^ were disposed and qualified, without 
any distinction of colour. His dij^ty of 
demeanour, urbaiiily of manners, and 
improssive and persuasive discourses^ 
stamped on the hearts of the Benmidian^ 
a veneration and respect that will not be 
soon forgotten. 

The Church EstaUisbment at Bermuda 
is composed of one archdeacon, four 
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rectors, and one carafe, exolurire of the 
chaplaiii of the dock 3rard and convicts. 

The Bermudians are very tenacious of 
what they consider their Rights and 
Privileges. On one occasion, a faronrite 
preacher had exchanged duties, for only- 
one Snndi^j with a brother rector, but 
eitiier through mistake or otherwise did 
not apprise his parishioners of it, and the 
stranger had tiie mortifioatioa to see, in a 
few nonates after he commenced the 
morning service, his congregatioq dwindle 
down to the parish clerk and one old 
woman. At the evening service he was 
treated in the same way at a neighbourmg 
church, each rector havmg to attend two 
churches. , . , 
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They give great enoonragemnit to com- 
petent S<A)o6linasier8 frun EhiglaDd; tbey 
ensnre them ;f300 cnrreney per amiUD, 
^th ten pounds for each seholar Hbove 
tiie manber of twenfy; this liberal plan 
has bronght several clever men amongst 
them, many of whom have been admitted 
to Holy Orders. 

A house has been erected in the centre 
<^ the Odony, with an intention of form* 
utg a finishing academy, but the want of 
UMinEDUty among&t the heads of ianulies 
of the better class, for whose children it 
was intended, prevented the flilfilment of 
the design, and the house is now &st 
^proaching to decay. 
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An the offices connected with the 
juiisprudence of the coantry are wisely 
confided to native gentlemen^ who have 
iww educate in En^^d. The Chief 
Justice, the Attorney General, and several 
l^anisters, all eminent in their respectiTe 
situationSf are Bermudians. 

Although all the blacks, and some of 
the lower order of whites, ai% {von^ to 
petty thieving, snch m stealing poultry, 
finit and vegetables; capital offence^ i|re 
veiy rare. A case, however, under very 
agj^ravated circumstances, has pc(;urre4 
lately. A man of generf^l bf^ character, 
whose son had been committed to jail fi>r 
an assault, (he having refused to give 
b^) worked bimsplf up for several days 
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to a most wrathful s^rit of revenge, and 
himng anaed himself irith a dirk and 
paatol, priKeedcd t^r J nightfall to the 
faoosiB of the committing Diagistrate, a 
medical <^er of the garrison at St 
Geoigie'8> who having been providentially 
pnt era his guard a few minntes before the 
amtal of the assessing avoided the de- 
dtmofjon inimded for him, and the wretch 
Ana disappointed was returning toward 
thb jail, when unfortonately meeting with 
ATr. Folg», an Eng^hman, and a mnch 
respected merchant of Si George's, who 
Was married to the aister-in-Iaw of the 
first intended victim; the murderer, after 
using some abusive language, placed a 
pistol, loaded with powder and small shot, 
so close to Mr. Folger's side, that in dis- 
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charing it the coat, waistcoat, and shirt 
of the unfortunate vietim, who died iiK)tbe 
prime of hfe a few hours after,.: wore 
burnt; immediEUely after, this hnrrid «e^ 
the mniderer, on passing Mrs. Folger, 
(who .\«^ a^aie of her busband'a <tenger, 
and liwkji^f out from .tke vi&eaaAa of her 
b0U8^)/ttxqlainied,. exultuigly, "I, hare 
dtme £xc iiim.".. Although all these cir- 
(iumatances -wne, ftilly proved be&re a 
jur^y-by several respectable witnesses, die 
juiy,- (after a most impartial tria}, and the 
Chief Jostioe's charge, in whisb.mjthing 
was omitted that could favour the piwoner'a 
case,) were five hours be&re they could 
come to fbi -uAEuiimous verdict: that Was, 
(rf* course, fo the prisoner, an awftil verdict; 
but the laws of Bermuda not allowing 
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sentence to be passed, even in cases of 
murder, until the expiration of a certain 
number of days afW the termination of 
the sessions, the wretch remained in awful 
and hopeless suspense during that period. 
Soon after he expiated his horrid crime 
on a temporary gallows, erected on the 
spot where poor Folger fell by his hand. 
The infrequency of capital punishments 
procrastinated the misery of this wretched 
culprit The Provost Martial was under 
the necessity of giving one hundred dojlars 
to a mulatto fellow to perform the duty of 
hangman, and the solemnity of the pro- 
cession from the jail to the place of 
execution (about three hundred yards) 
was considerably lessened by the attend- 
ance of the executioner in female attire> 
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and not before he divested himself of his 
gloves and ma8k> could he put the unfor- 
tunate wretch out of misery. Another 
case, revolting to human nature, has just 
occurred. A black man, who has passed 
for a female for the last ten years at St 
George's, has been found guilty, and only 
awaits the usual period to have the awiul 
sentence of the law pronounced against 
hiin. 

The infrequency of sudden death by 
conflict or suicide, is evinced in the fol- 
lowing tradition. A few years ago a 
coroner's jury was held to decide on the 
case of a man, who met his death in con- 
sequence of having received, in a quarrel, 
a blow from a sdedge hammer, in a black- 
■ D 2 
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smith's forge at Hamiltan. The man 
died in two di^s tdter having Kceived 
the Uowj bat such cases were so novel 
that tbe jurors were at a loss to &nn a 
venBct, when the coroner (a schoohnaater 
near Han^ton) drew from his pocket 
• nutilated paper, the rough draught of 
at inquest held on a gentleman who had 
heen fimnd drowned in a cave at Port 
Broyal Parish (the sea communioates with 
all the caves at Bermuda.) The inqui- 
sitors coined this instrument verbatim, 
except. chaogiDg the name of the defimct, 
and prejBMHwed the man who had come 
1^ Us death in consequence of the quarrel 
M a bladuiinith's shop at Hamilton, as 
"foonldTowaedia Baaseifs Cave." 



DcmizediivGooglc 



BERMUDA, Oft 80MER»' ISLANDS. 87 

The Laws of Benuuda we regulated 
end enacted by the Oovwnor «id Coimoil, 
and the House of Assembly. Th»y 
originate with the latter, but the Council 
have the veto vested in thes^ and b^ng 
created by the breath of the OovemOT, of 
course no Act can pass into.a law wiAout 
His Excellency's fiill approvaL. The 
Gdony being divided into nine parishes, 
each parish sends four members to the 
House of Assonbly, and the Governor 
has &e power of disrolving this Senate 
whenever he pleases; in short it is like all 
our other Golosial Goveniments. The 
Members of the House of Assembly are 
allowed two dollars a-day, while in attend- 
ance at their post There is a story told 
of a member, who was a boat-builder, 
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and being anxious to make the most of 
his time, hauled up a boat that he had to 
repair as close to the Senate House as pos- 
sible^ upon which he used to go to work, 
leaving word with the man in attendance 
at the door of the house, to call him when 
any question came to the vote, but in the 
event of his being too late, he would vote 
at the same side with a member whose 
name he mentioned. 

There are but two small Towns (St 
George's and Hamilton) in Bermuda, 
each of which have a Mayor and other 
Civic Officers. The former was the 
Capital until the government of Sir James 
Cockbum, when the business of the 
Senate and Courts of Justice was removed 
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to Hamitton, which, from its central 
position, is much more conveniently situ- 
ated for the Law Officers, the Members 
of the House of Assembly, and Jmymai, 
as may be seen by the map. The inha- 
bitants, to mark their sense of the kind 
consideration of Sir James, voted him a 
present of four thousand pounds, but such: 
was the delicacy of His Excellency, that 
he would not accept it until sancti<med by 
the Government at home. 

There is a great want of taste displayed 
in the architecture of Bermuda, even in 
their two little towns ; the houses remind 
one of an unorganized Corps of American 
Militia, where men of every stature take 
their stations indiscriminately. The coun- 
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try bouses are stiD biore abapiAeBg and 
disproportiooed, the mode beijbg to buUd 
merely what is- indispensiMy nbcQssary^t 
first, and adding a room for every increase 
of <he &mi^, producing ofien a pile -as 
shfl^lesa as that oocasioaed by the erUp- 
tiMi of a volcano ; and to cromi all, an 
iqipoidage, which is hid with great care 
in En^and. has the most c<mf)picuoaa 
situation on the premises of a Bennudian, 
almost invariably terminating in a ball 
at tiie top, which is usually painted 
yellow. 

A little to the westward of Htomlton 
is a house, which the midshipmen of tile 
sqnadrtm have deugnated the Almshouse, 
from its resemblance to the long nunges 
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of biulding under ihat aam& iu^^ut coun- 
try tQwna ia EnglNod^ and atthe^q^Kwitfi 
side of the hmrbowr ia b^ house wluob 
they have: <^Bt«aed the erust«tand> 
lirom its similbode in . ahE^> at nrther 
8hi^>eles8neBs, to that : nseAil- avtide ■ of 
fumUure. This nmgt have>beeB devised 
by the otmer in derision of the peofiie 
of some other eountry, as the Btf modians 
have neither vinegar nor [cayenne in their 
composition, and a stranger who does not 
meet kind treatment fi-om them has to 
blame himself only. 

Bermuda dbonnds in Idmestone^ in 
many places .mixed with marine shells, of 
which with their underwood tiwy make 
excellent lime at a cheap rate, and with 
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the facility of getting timber from our 
North American Colonies, and the soft or 
sand stone, veins of which are to be 
found every where in Bermuda, enables 
them to run up a house speedily at 
little expeace. Strangers are amused at 
seeing a Bermudian mason using a saw 
and hatchet in making a stone wall 
This stone is cut out with pick axes, 
in large square blocks, and afbrwards 
sawed into lessen- ones to suit the intended 
work. 

There are a few wells at Bermuda but 
no fresh water streams; the water from 
these wells is very brackish, and does not 
agree with Europeans. Every house has 
a tank atta(^ed to it, the roof acting as a 
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conductor in the rainy season. These 
tanks are sounded after a shower, and the 
increase is always a subject of congratu- 
lation between the old dames, which 
proves a source of mirth to oiu* young 
naval punsters. Many of the respectable 
inhabitants are so kind as to have an extra 
tank, from which they supply their in- 
digent neighbours in times of scarcity. 
There is a strange inconsistency in the 
mode of suppljring the navy with water; 
a place is enclosed near Mount Langton, 
(the general residence of the Governor, 
who has another house at St Geoi^e's, 
litUe resorted to) about a mile from 
Hamilton, called the Wells; these wells 
are sunk considerably under low water 
mark, and consequently the water is very 
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miwholeiome, but u aappHed His Majesty'i 
Ships wlirai the imlHary tank at St. Ca>- 
therine's Punt rum thort The expenoe 
of the floating tank, which otmveya this 
water for one year, would form a tank in 
Ireland Island, with pipes and wharfs, 
si^ciently extensive to supply any fleet 
we shall ever have at Bemrada/ and save 
the lives of several valuable seamen who 
are on this service employed in an intricate 
navigation of fourteen miles and back. 

A superb mansion has lately been 
erected for the Naval Commissioner, but 
in a place like Bermuda, where there is 
not a hoose of public etitertainment fit for 
the reception of a gentleman, and the 
extensive acqnaintanoe which ui officer 
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mi^t be supposed to fonn before be can 
arrire at that rank, a house of such extent 
exposes him to e3^>eaces Wjrond the in- 
come allowed. 

Although the communications between 
the different islands and parts of Bermuda 
are generally, oad in the former casea 
necessarily, by water, ihe roads are tole- 
rably good. In the heavy rains they are 
partially inundated in the litde Tallies^ 
but in a few hours become as hard and 
dry as ever. A muddy road is unknown 



There are three signal stations, <me at 
Si 6eorge*8, (the head qtuurters,) ano&er 
at Mount liangton, and the other at 
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Gibbs' Hill, at each of which a small 
party of soldiers is stationed. There is 
also a Flag Staff at the Commissioner'a 
House in the Dock Yard, which com- 
municates with Blount Langton, and 
through that with the other two stations. 

A detachment of engineers, and two 
companies of the line, are stationed on 
Ireland Island. 

The population of Bermuda is between 
nine and ten thousand souls, (if negroes 
have souls, and one is apt to be of uncle 
Toby's opinion, that " it would be patting 
one sadly over the head of another if they 
had not,*^ something more than half of 
this number are whites, of whom nearly 
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two-thirds Eire females. Thia may be 
accounted for in part from the men, who 
are of an enterpriaing spirit, being often 
obliged to risk their lives in crazy little 
vessels, badly manned and indifferently 
navigated, to the West Indies and dif- 
ferent parts of America, in search of a 
field for industry in a commercial line, 
which their little Colony does not afford. 

The attachment of the women does not 
die witii their husbands; there are many 
instances where a lady, widowed in the 
prime of youth, rejects every offer of con- 
jugal consolation, however advantageous, 
during the rest of her life. 

The negro population of Bermuda (all 
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natives) is diatreasing to their owners, as 
well as ta Uie Colony in general, and the 
prohibitioQ of sending them to the West 
India Islands fiiUs heavily <hi them, inas- 
nnah as the owners. are obliged to have 
recoune to America .for Jivei stock, floor, 
India cnny and com meal for their matn- 
tanance; «dded to which, the.anival of 
seven hundred consicts for the, public 
works, threw back upon their (in several 
iBstai^es) helpless owners, many a£ this 
ill-feted race of oar species. 

Many of the fenudes of Bermu^ have 
no other property than a place to live in 
and a few slavee^ left tfaem by. tlieir 
deceased relatives. There being little 
field work, the blaek children being- ohe- 
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riflhed as property, are Invught op in the 
house of their mothers' owners, and^become 
playmates to the owners' children; this cre- 
ates an attachment that lasts through life. 

An instance of this occurred not long 
ago. A lady complained to a m^istrate 
of a negro inan having struck a negress, 
(a fellow slave;) the case having been 
fully proved, the magistrate ordered the 
delinquent to be punished, when the 
mistress exclaimed in agony, "what I flog 
my poor Jem, who has been brought up 
from in&ncy with me,** and feinted. The 
female slave joined her supplications to 
the silent but powerful eloquence of the 
mistress, and Jem of cooise had his 
punishment remitted. 
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Of (tte twelve tfaonauid aores which 
Bermnda is said to ocmtain, two thousand 
might be brought into cultiTation if there 
was less veneration for oedar trees, 
and a trifling exertion made to drain or 
embank the marshes, whereas at pre- 
sent there are not two hondred acres 
disturbed by the spade or the plough; 
indeed tiiere is but one plough in the 
Colony, and that belongs to an Enghsh- 
fnan named Winsor, who has prored 
what could be made of ground appa- 
rently barren. 

' A Bill was Inwig^t' forward in Uie 
eariy part of the Sessiims of 1837, pro- 
posing a bounty for Ae growth of the 
several tlorts of grain, by John Walker, 
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Esq- a moat aotive and patriotiocohntst, 
but was lost in its progress. 

The feoiliily of recerring supplies firom 
America, haa. too long nsade tlie Bev- 
nnidiaQs ri^ardless of isteni&l resovnes; 
amd the produce <£the soil, even wkh the 
quick succession and perpetual vegetation, 
wffl not kwp pace with the active mind 
of a maa aocnstomed fircHn boyhood to iiw 
more quick returns of cominercial jspe- 
culatioDS. 

Thus t&uB agrioultuca of Bermuda biw 
been neglected, but it is: ^i^ied that -tiio 
iHrjudged spirit of restriction', adopted 
by the Americans, will bring Ihe Ber- 
mudians t& a just ^precif^n of Uie 
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tesoorces which Nature has Uessed them 
with. 

There is scarcely any thing in the 
vegetahle way which Bermuda cannot 
produce; it is Twy fertile in the .growth 
of escul^it i^ants and roots, such as 
potatoes, onions, cabbages, carrots, tor- 
nips, peas, French beans, &c.; also pump- 
kins and melons, which grow here in 
great perfection, but the luxuriance wi& 
wiiich they grow renders than more sus- 
ceptible of the transient but blighting 
winds of the climate, particularly if not 
fenced to guard against such winds, 
which ia s^om the case. The grubs too 
become so numerous after a hot summer 
that they are very destructiTo of succulent 
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planta; however the rapidity of vegetatioQ 
atones for all these impediments, and the 
cultivator wiU find his account in per- 
severing. There heing no means of 
preserving the potatoes and om(Hui of 
Bermudian growth aft»r they have ceased 
to grow, such as are not consumed during 
the progress of their growth are exported 
to the West Indies, and the Colony is 
dependant on America unti] the next 
season for the supply of those very neces- 
sary articles of food. The potatoes are 
rendered unfit for store by their early and 
constant vegetation, which oibn takes 
place before the cultivator thinks them 
ripe;' but the sjwedy decay of the onions 
may be accounted for by the practice <^ 
trans{^uiting Htnem \rhea they first begin 
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to fOTm a bulb, which occaaioiu them to 
throw out the seeding tube, thereby 
destroying the staiKmia neceieary for thbir 
kee[nng from a state of decky even for a 
few weeks. This Ddode of ooltiration, 
h&mr&c, reudi^ them of a much milder 
nature &an die onions igrowa in Eofj^andt 

' The itjkoHJt, sour orange, lemon and 
lime grow here spontaneously in great 
loxurianee, but this ^^ and the peach 
come to no petition' fbr want of the 
skilful nse of die pruning knife. < The 
clinikie ii well ailaptiwi to Uie growth of 
gr^ies, but the' Sermudians are too 
sparing of the knife , to be good faorticdl* 
torists, and are almost entirely indebted 
to Nature fyt the produce of the soil. 
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The castor, aloe, jalap, and several 
other medicinal plants grow here in'greait 
peifectioa without the aid of cvHiTatioo. 
They grow a great qoanlily of arrowroot, 
whioh ia admitted to be of superior quality 
to. that produced in any other place. 
Cf^ee, indigo, optttm and tobacco, alsp 
grow here without cloture. 

Almost all the occupiers of land sow a 
small quantity of barley, but in getting in 
th^ harvest they seem to scorn the copy- 
ing system; nei&er scythe nor sickle aro 
in use, but an old w<nnan (generally a 
black) is fiimished with a basket, and a 
pair of scissors of equal standing in the 
fiuuily with herself: thns equipped, she 
proceeds to cut off the ears of Barley* 
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and in the coarse of time she has the 
satisfaction to see a whole rood of barley 
redoced to headless straw, which is soon 
converted into bonnets. Evropeans are 
highly amused on witnessing this novel 
mode of ferming. Their method of pre- 
paring the barley is by boiling it into a 
thick jelly, which they call barley broth, 
having first deprived it of its husks in a 
mortar. 

If the En^ish Merchants find their 
account in fitting ships for the Whale 
Fishery in the Sou^ Seas and off Green- 
land, it must prove a profitable employ- 
ment at Bermuda, where the ezpence of 
equipment is comparatively trifling, the 
greater number forming the crews of the 
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whale boats being the property of the 
proprietors of the fishery. One good fish 
covers the expences of ihe season, and 
sometimes tbey are fortunate enoi^h to 
take six, or more. The season commences 
in March and ends in June. The capital 
required is too small to prevent com- 
petition. Two boats with the necessary 
geer, a fiimace to reduce the blabber to 
oil, and the necessary number of casks; 
which are very cheap here, forming the 
principal part of the equipment On the 
south side of the Oolony the whales 
approach within a mile of the land, and 
during the season men are stationed on 
the clifis to giv6 intimation when a whale 
appears. This huge fish seldom appears 
singly ; the fenude and her young one (a 
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little baby about forty feet ia length) are 
always together, and the experienced 
whalers iimiriably strive to strike the 
young one first, as the dam never jbrsakes 
it while any f^tpearance of life remain^ 
and ahnost on every oocasi<m fiills a victim 
to her mat^mal a&ction. When a whale 
is killed the boats tow it, if not prevaited 
by nn&TOurable weather, as close to the 
shore as ppsnble; the shore is lined by 
black people of both sexes and all ages; 
the m«i assist in catting off the blubber, 
taking; care to help themselves and friends 
to all the fleshy parts^* which tiiey un- 
cover; the noise and oonfiision is beyoi^ 
description, women and children calling 

* lliis IB called is Bermuda *<«ea bee£." 
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to the curators, who fi*om time to time; 
dirow large pieces of the flesh on shore, 
but sometimes it &Us short, when a 
camidtaneous rush is made into the water, 
the BcramUe becomes a scniBe, and heavy 
blows are oiten exchanged. In a few 
hoMTSt A whnle apfH*oaching to sixty &et 
in length is reduced to a skel^n, and 
scarcely a house, whether occupied by 
whites or blacks, where a treat of whale 
beef does not take place that day or the 
next. The English hare a strong pre- 
judice against tins food, but they soon get 
over that, particularly when the flesh is 
that of a yomig whale; the Bermudians 
have a method of deansing it, which 
leaves no fishy flavour, aixd it is As tender 
as veal. Should the whalftrs be obliged 
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to moor the fish at sea, they seldom have 
any further trouble with it, as the sharks, 
which are in great abundance in that 
season, generally devour it before morn- 
ing. The produce in oil from each whale 
is from thirty to slsty barrels, which is 
sold from a quarter to half a dollar per 
gallon, according to the produce of the 



The great variety and abundance of 
fish is considered by some the reverse of 
a blessing, as it draws off the attention of 
the lower orders from the cultivation of 
the soil. The better sort of people, and 
a few provident fishermen, have ponds 
which they stook in summer fin* winter 
supply^ bat th» lower order of whitas are 

Dci,l,zedl!vG00glc 



BBRHCDA, OR SOHEBS' ISL&NDB. 61 

the most miserable of the hmnau creation. 
When they catch fish, they reserve as 
mnch as will sustain natm% as long as the 
price of what they sell will produce nun 
enough to keep them in a state of in- 
toxication^ using neither bread nor vege- 
tables; their wives and children live on 
the bounty of the ladies of their respective 
neighbourhoods, who are without excep- 
tion kind-hearted and charitable. These 
fishermen live in hovels or old ruins, and 
are little encumbered with doathing. 

It would be an endless task to attempt 
a description of Ihe numeroos sorts of 
fish with which the shores of Bermuda 
abound, they are almost all of fine flavour 
and very rioh; the piiaiapal are the rook 
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fi^j grouper, b(^ fiidi, red' and grey 
sAapp&tB, amber-fii^j raoHet, angetfish, 
atid pai^e or poride. The groiqier has 
&Fee disiinct deDominatibn^ first handed 
lichen weighing three or four pounds; 
next hamlet grouper, when half growi^ 
and finally grouper, wh^ arrived at' its 
foil growth, weighing from twenty to 
thirty pounds. The grey mapper is 
called the mudian kiwyer, &om theu 
caoticm in avoiding bocji and line, but the 
natives sometimes succeed in m^ing 
them tipsy, by throwing amongst a school 
of them smaD &y w^ satimited wi& rum;^ 
wlien cmce off their guard they sihijv al 
every thing and are e^ily eau^t' Muiy . 
smaD tintle are craght here daring the 
samnnr, aad are soU at a modemle jwte 
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in oomparison with the price of beef and 
mutton. 

Bermnda, until the restriction of trade 
in 1S26, derived all iia supplies of oxen 
and sheep from the United States of 
America, but since that period the Ber* 
mudians have in part imitated the mode 
used by the Americans in naturalizing 
British sal^ects, and without the process 
of rocking the ox m a cradle, naturalize 
than in droves by driving them over the 
boundary into bur North American do- 
minions, and theace shipping them for 
our insulated Goloi^s. 

The American Farmer has no oUier 
mut {» the disposei of his surplus pro- 
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dace bat oar Colonies ia Hie Western 
Archipelago, hence the restriction in com- 
merce must press more heavily on the 
American citizens than on oar Colonists; 
bat this mode of supply is attended with 
greater expence, imismuch as iba Ame- 
ricans are cheaper carriers than the 



: Bermuda produces fresh butter and 
milk sofficient to meet the demand for 
those articles, but they do not rear more 
cattle than what are merely: necessary to 
keep up their stock, killing the calves 
when about two months (M. Except wi& 
a few who can afford to enclose their 
grounds, the catde of Bermuda are tethered 
on tiie pasture; evenhogs and goats «an 
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range no fertivr thsn the length of their 
atriiq^the Bemradiaiu bnng vcryjet^us 
ti ixeapamnca. They reaer bni few skeep, 
tbcoe being sctKcefy aaj QDcbnre ut the 
eomtry cqtaUe of nstndiHQg the rariog 
pvopeantyeftlKMeanuaEds. Thefamrtry 
is very prodsctive in the paipag;ation. of 
every speeies of domestic poidlry eacept 
geese, which do not thrire here, although 
sevend have been itttrodaced «t vanous 
times from Aaienea. A few wild geese 
are sometimes dnrea ttntheir itt t^ winltr 
galea ; w3d docks srti mats B<mi«PMS, b«t 
tire grey plovw visit Emwida emry Sep- 
tember in great mimbera. Tb» ^coil ©f 
America, the red bird or Virginia night- 
ingale, the Mae bird, fej^;fiAe», falai4 or 
mookng Wrf^ gwwwl «l««r*w>pio Urd, 
p 
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and a small speoies of wild pigemi are 
become natives of Bermuda. The red 
bird is so destmctire . to . gardens and 
bariey patches, that an Act of the Legis- 
latore was passed a few years ago, offering 
a reward of ten-pence for each heid, but 
the blue bird not being graniverous is 
rcTered as the Robin is in Eng^d. 

The possession of Bermuda, as the key 
of all onr Western Colonies, is of the first 
importance to EngUmd, for if a foe of any 
maritime strength had possession of i^ 
our trade woald be exposed to much 
Mukoyance, if not to total destruction. 

It is a mistaken notion that Bermuda 
cannot produce sufficient of all the 
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necessaries of life to support its pop^- 
latioq, even with its redundanoy of 
blacks, if proper exertions were made 
to cultivate the soil, but it may be re- 
peated that with half its present number 
of negroes the Colony would be more 
prosperous. 

Bermuda being in the same parallel of 
latitude as Madeira, people are apt to 
consider it, without tiial, as healthy as 
ihat>~l8land, but a few years residence 
will convince an Europeon of its &Uacy. 
The atmosphere, in south-west winds, 
which are the prevailing ones, is very 
dense and damp, and if the constitution 
contains a germ of disease, it is sure to 
manifest itself; the rheumatic, the gouty, 
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and those fiffecfod in tiie liver or hings, 
are soon obHged to change their climate^ 
or reconcUe themselves to a speedy du- 
solation. 

The Cc^ony is sometimes visited with 
the yellow fever, which ofiten makes 
great havoc among the inhabitants, and 
the typhus is of late an annnoi visitor. 
The governors and natives have been at 
issue on the question, whether (he yellow 
fever is indigenous to the climate or im- 
ported, the Governors being invariably^ of 
the latter opinion. 

Few autumns pass without hurricanes 
of more or less violence, which are too 
Well known to require description. 
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An intereaiiiig aceoont of the proceed- 
ings of the Convict EstaUitihment at Ber- 
mada, including the Dock Yard, being in 
a state of progress for the press, it i< 
deemed improper to touch upon those 
subjects in this little work. 



Plonuner ud Brewi,, Printcn, Love Lane, Eutchcap. 



.,i,,..i.,CTOc^glc 






Dci,l,zedl!vG00glc 



Dci,l,zedl!vG00glc 




^■p^- 



li, Google 



iiizediiv Google 



iiizediiv Google 



iiized'iiv Google 



iiizediiv Google 



iiizediiv Google 



iiizediiv Google 



rM 



V 



f^ 



bv Google 



iiizediiv Google 



iiizediiv Google 



iiizediiv Google 



